HOPE SERIES: MINI-CHURCH QUESTIONS

WITH ANSWERS FOR HOSTS

WEEK 1 - HOPE FOR THE HOME
In every home, our hope is that God restores.

1. [IKNOWLEDGE] What is an edict? What edict came into Moses’ home?

Edict: 1) Decree; a formal proclamation, especially one issued by a government, ruler, or other authority;
2) Authoritative command.

2. [KNOWLEDGE] Read Genesis 25:27-34. Describe the relationship that Jacob had with his
mother, father, and family?
Observations: Jacob was closer in his relationship with his mother. He was a quiet man staying among
the tents. Esau was a skilled hunter. Isaac loved Esau but Rebekah loved Jacob. Esau sold his birthright
to Jacob.

3. [CONNECTIONI What are some positive memories you have of growing up? What positive
influences did your parents or role models have on your life?

Examples: my father taught me the value of hard work; my mom taught me how to listen; my dad always
made us laugh; my mom sacrificed a lot to take care of us.

4. [CONNECTIONI What are the positive voices of influence that you have in your life right now?

Examples: Faith Church, Christian friends, a Christian radio station, a book you are reading or have read,
etc...

5. [APPLICATIONI Read Hebrews 11:23. Moses’ parents were honored for sacrificing their safety in
order to save baby Moses’ life. What fears do you have in your life? How does your faith help you deal
with them?
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Examples: | may lose my job, my kids aren’t doing well in school, we have a lot of credit card debt, my
parents are sick, the swine flu, etc.

6. [APPLICATIONI Think about your life and those closest to you, then read Genesis 50:20 to see
Joseph’s response to what happened to him. Can you think of an example where you saw God at
work; turning around something that may have been bad, but God used it for good?

Not only can God make a way out, He can use it for His good! God provided a way out of the edict that fell
upon Moses’ home. Moses was rescued by the princess and raised with the finest education and training
to become the leader that God chose to free His people from captivity. Jacob’s sons despised their
brother, Joseph, because of favoritism and sold their brother into slavery. Joseph responded with
Gen.50:20 “What you intended for harm, God intended for good.”

7. [ACTIONI God has brought you into this Mini-Church to receive love, encouragement and prayers.
Take time to pray for each other about concerns or fears you have. You can pray Isaiah 41:10 for each
other. “So do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am your God. | will strengthen you
and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”

Use your discretion whether to break down into smaller groups depending on the size of your group and
the level of spiritual maturity.
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WEEK 2 - HOPE WHEN IT SEEMS HOPELESS
When it seems hopeless we can turn to God who is the God of Hope.

Before the DVD.....To start, you may want to do an icebreaker question from your Host Tips page 1. To
review the discussion about Hope for the Home, you could have everyone share with a partner their highlight

from last week.

I F G SNJI (HEvE eadh pel0X get together with a partner and share a highlight from this teaching.

1.

[IKNOWLEDGE] According to Genesis 12:4 Abram was 75 years old when he received the promise
that he would have many children (Genesis 15:4-6). How many years did he have to wait for the
promise to be fulfilled? Check out Genesis 21:5. How do you think Abraham felt to have to wait that
long?

Abraham was 100 when the promise was fulfilled, so he waited 25 years.

[KNOWLEDGE] When Lazarus died, why do you think Jesus cried? Jesus knew He was going to
raise Lazarus from the dead. Check out John 11:33-36.

Jesus was deeply moved by the Mary’s grief and the crowds. Jesus loved Lazarus.

[CONNECTIONI Why did Jesus purposely delay for two days going to Lazarus? (John 11:4) Have
you or anyone you know ever experienced God’s divine delay and seen His plan unfold?

Have your Mini-Church members close their eyes as you read Isaiah 40:29-3 as a blessing to them. Share
when you saw God'’s delay in your life and what this verse means to you.

[CONNECTIONI Do you have a song or verse from the Bible that has given you comfort that you
would like to share with the group?

If your MC is not sharing, you could look up these verses together...Jeremiah 29:11, Isaiah 40:31, Romans
15:13. Also, take time this week before the lesson to look up a few of your favorite verses that have
comforted you and share them with the group.
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5. [APPLICATIONI Abraham and Sarah tried to control God’s plan by having Hagar bear a son for
them. As you reflect on your life, do you ever try to control God’s plan for your life? What are some
ways you have tried to control God’s plan?

Depending on the level of sharing in your group, you may want to ask...”How do you react when you feel
like time is running out on your dreams?”

6. [ACTIONI On a blank piece of paper, draw a picture or jot down thoughts about a situation in your
life that seemed hopeless.
On a scale of 1-5, how did you deal with that situation? 1 2

w
H
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Bring sheets of white paper to your Mini-Church meeting and give one to each person. This activity
allows people to express their feelings in different ways and may be very helpful. Remind the members
that a 1 means you didn’t deal with it well at all and a 5 means you handled it great.

7. [ACTIONI Jesus understands how we feel and weeps with us (John 11:35). God cares about our joy,
anger and every emotion we have. He wants us to share how we feel with Him so that He can walk
through it with us. Take time right now to talk to God about how you are feeling. You can talk to God
silently or write down your prayer to God. Your Mini-Church leader will close with a prayer to bring
the group back together.

Allow everyone about 3 minutes for the prayer time or you may go longer if you notice people still
writing/praying in your group. To bring everyone back together you are welcome to pray this
prayer...”God of all hope, help these friends to not lose sight of the plans you have for them--to prosper
them and not to harm them, to give them a hope and a future. Help them, Holy Spirit, to hope in you
and not in circumstances, so their strength will be renewed. Fill them with joy and peace as they trust in
you so that they may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
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1.

[IKNOWLEDGE] What was Peter’s “Terrible Thing”? What was Aaron’s “Terrible Thing”? What
impact did their “Terrible Things” have on Peter and Aaron?

Peter’s “Terrible Thing” was to deny Jesus publically and forcefully (Matthew 26:69-74). Because of this,
Peter was broken from the fellowship with Jesus and the disciples for a season; he goes back to his trade
of fishing. Aaron’s “Terrible Thing” was to let the people pressure him into doing what was culturally
“normal” but sinful to God (Exodus 32:1-24). Aaron’s terrible thing cost the lives of thousands; the
community was afflicted with a plague (Exodus 32:27-35) and he lost his position.

[CONNECTIONI What are some of the ways people feel pressure to do things God does not want
you them to do?

Pressure can come from many places...culture, internet, TV, friends, family, etc....individuals may also
share how they actually feel emotionally and physically when they are pressured to do something they
know they shouldn’t.

[CONNECTIONI] What are some tools that could help followers of God respond in a better way?

The tools can be spiritual disciplines; not a check list of things to do, but rather a change in the way we
live life....drawing close to God through spiritual discipline: prayer, scripture reading, community,
fasting, solitude, (creating quiet in your life so you can better hear from God), confession (having an
accountability partner).

[APPLICATIONI How have you responded to pressure? What are some tools that have helped
you?
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5. LACTIONI Peter felt very bad when he denied Jesus three times. But Peter was filled with hope
when Jesus came back to him and restored their relationship. Have you experienced forgiveness from
Jesus for the things that you have done wrong? The discipline of confession is a powerful pathway to
hope. If you feel comfortable, break into smaller groups and share some of your struggles. The person
listening should ...

1. Actively listen.

2. Assure them of God’s forgiveness. Say Psalm 103:12 “as far as the east is from the west, so far has
he removed our transgressions from us.”

3. Pray. (Do not give advice or try to solve the problem).

Please read James 5:15&16 or | John 1:9 to the group before you divide into discussion groups. This
activity may stretch people out of their comfort zone, but this can be a powerful time of healing. Please
use your best judgment as a Host in doing this activity. If you think your group is not ready, you could do
this as a large group activity. You would lead the time with silent confession and then you can do steps 2
and 3. Remember your authenticity and openness will set the tone for the rest of the group.
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1. [IKNOWLEDGE] What differences do you see between Mary and Martha?

Let people share.

2. [IKNOWLEDGE] Who is Demas?

A helper of Paul during his imprisonment in Rome. Probably a citizen of Thessalonica, where he went
when he deserted Paul. Other Scriptures that mention Demas (Col 4:14; Col 4:15; Philemon 1:24 )

3. [CONNECTIONI What do you like to do that gives you life and recharges you?

4. [CONNECTIONI Demas deserted Paul because he loved the world. We, too, will desert God’s plan
for our lives if we love the world (Il Tim. 4:10). If you asked 5 of your closest friends and family, what
would they say that you loved?

Allow your Mini-Church members a couple minutes to reflect silently on this question. You may also
want to suggest that people divide into smaller groups to discuss and then those that are comfortable
can share with the whole group.

5. [APPLICATIONI In the video testimony, Dan referred to a conversation in which Jesus said that
Mary chose the better thing (Luke 10:42). What does that mean to you? What stands in the way of
you spending time with Jesus?

The group members may see a tie-in between this question and the last one. Look ahead to the next
question also...
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6. [APPLICATIONI] Some of us tend to work too much, while others of us may focus on just having
fun. Both extremes put us in danger of losing “the better thing.” Where does your life fit between
these 2 focuses? Do you have space/margin in your life?

As a leader, please prepare to answer this question ahead of time. Sometimes it is helpful to ask a
spouse or close friend what our “blind spots” are and allow someone else to speak into our lives.

7. [ACTIONI Have you ever felt so overwhelmed that you wanted to give up? Are you tired? God’s
will for your life can be very challenging. The apostle Paul shares in his letters that he was tired too.
He also tells us that he was able to persevere because the Lord was his strength and his defender from
evil (Il Tim. 4:17-18). What would it mean for Jesus to be strength for you in your life? Look back to
question 4. Does what your friends and family notice in your life correspond to what you say you
believe? Talk about how your life would be different if Jesus was your only source of strength. What
are some changes you would need to make for that to happen?

You can split into smaller groups for this action step. You can also encourage groups to pray with each
other at the end of the sharing time. If you think your Mini-Church would not be comfortable with this
you could also have them write down some personal evaluation or goals and change it to an individual
activity instead of a group activity.
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WEEK 5 - HOPE FOR THE DOUBTFUL
Those who face real doubts and questions have hope in a reaffirmed faith.

1. [IKNOWLEDGE] What were some of the highlights for you from the Mini-Church teaching or the
message this past weekend?

It might be helpful to send an email reminder to everyone to bring their handouts from the weekend. You
may also want to follow up from last week to see if they had the opportunity to ask a few friends “When
you look at my life, what do you think | love?”

2. [CONNECTIONI Who is one person (in your family, from your church, or a friend) who has been a
model of confident faith through the years? What is it about their faith and life that inspires you?
Give individuals a few moments to think about this one. Remember that moments of silence is not a bad
thing, but it gives an opportunity for those who are quieter to feel they can share.

3. [APPLICATIONI Doubting is a normal part of faith development. Tell about a past struggle with
doubt. What was helpful in getting you through that season?

Please make sure that your group does not confuse doubt with worry. Help facilitate the discussion by
sharing when you doubted something about who God is or what His Word says. You can also refer to
this list from the mid-week teaching notes.

Does God really hear and answer our prayers?

What will it take for my friend or family member to come to Jesus?

Do I really have power to resist sin and temptation?

Is it possible for my life to change for the better?

Can my relationship with God become more personal?

Does God really have the power to heal, set free, and restore?

Is the Bible really the absolute truth from God?
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4. [APPLICATIONI Where do you presently doubt? The father of the sick boy (Mark 9:24)
confesses that he believes, but still struggles with unbelief. He asks Jesus to help him in that struggle.
God has placed you in this Mini-Church to surround you with people who care about you and want to
support you. Please share in smaller groups any current area of doubt you might have, and pray for
each other.
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5. [APPLICATIONI Read John 20:24-31. What did Thomas learn in the midst of his doubt? Thomas
drew Jesus close to him by inviting Him into the midst of his doubt. What did Thomas learn by turning
toward Jesus, instead of running away? What is God teaching you in the midst of your doubt?

Thomas felt safe enough to share his doubts with his community. Please create that kind of space for
each person to share their doubts. You do not have to solve their “problems.” Just listen and give
encouragement.

Leader, please read Jeremiah 29:13 (New International Version) “You will seek me and find me when
you seek me with all your heart.” Share with your group about what you have learned from your own
times of doubt.

6. [ACTIONI Bless each other with a word of encouragement.

Leaders, you can choose from one of the options below:

9 Group prayer time. Encourage Mini-Church members to say a simple prayer to finish this
sentence. “Lord, this Mini-Church has been a blessing. Thank-you for...”

9 Smaller group encouragement. Have individuals go into the smaller groups that they
have been meeting in during this series. Have each individual receive specific
encouragement from the rest of the group. What is the best you see in that person?
How do you see God working in their lives? How have they encouraged you?

9 Plate of affirmation. Put each Mini-Church member’s name on a paper plate and pass it
around the group. Have each person write a word of encouragement to the person
whose name is on the plate. Individuals do not need to sign their names.

7. [ACTIONI] What has God been showing you/teaching you/revealing to you through this HOPE
series? Write out your story of Hope and put it on the blog www.hopefc.com , email it to us at

minichurch@faithchurchonline.org or send it in snail mail.

We would love to hear your stories of HOPE!
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